Association between droperidol use and sudden death in two patients intoxicated with illicit stimulant drugs.
Illicit drug intoxication is often a cause of extreme agitation in the emergency department and prehospital settings. Chemical restraint is often required to protect patient as well as health-care providers. Droperidol has commonly been used to sedate extremely agitated patients in the emergency department and psychiatric settings. Its safety has been demonstrated in these settings and in patients who's agitation has been attributed to amphetamine toxicity. We present 2 cases of sudden death following the use of droperidol to sedate 1 patient who was extremely agitated secondary to cocaine intoxication and another secondary to phencyclidine intoxication.